
Climate Change: A Gradient of Perception
Two Centuries of Research and Society
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1820 1850 1900 1950 2000

1 8 2 4

Fourier  FR  /  Mathematician

Greenhouse-effect theory

1 8 5 9

Tyndall  IE  /  Physicist

CO₂ absorbs thermal radiation

1 8 9 6

Arrhenius  SE  /  Chemist

Doubling CO₂: 5–6°C rise

1 9 3 8

Callendar  UK  /  Meteorologist

CO₂–temperature correlation

1 9 5 8

Keeling  US  /  Geochemist

Mauna Loa observations begin

1 9 8 8

Hansen  US  /  Climate Scientist

Senate testimony

1 8 7 5

Public Health Act
UK smoke regulation

1 9 7 2

Stockholm Conference
A cross-border concern

1 9 8 8

1 9 9 2

1 9 9 7

Kyoto Protocol

UNFCCC adopted

IPCC established


